


PURO: 


ARTES: 

















” ' - ¥ ~ 7 





PUBL ISHED SAT URDAYS, BY H. BOWEN ’ ‘NO. 4, PROVINCE-HOUSE ROW, NEAR THE OLD SoU’ rH..62 50 PER ANNUM $2, iF PAID IN ADVANCE. 





—_——— ees 


VOL. VI. 


nn - i a 








BOSTON, SA'TURDAY, MAY 7, 1825. NO, 46. 





A LETTER TO A FRIEND, 
ON WHAT IS COMMONLY DENOMINATED 
The “FALL of ADAM,”. 


IN WHICH AL! HIS POSTERITY IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE | lous Tre 


CAUGHT THE DISORDER—CALLED, 
* ORIGINAL SIN. 


By Grorcr THATCHER, LATE JusTICR OF TARE 
SuPREME JupictAL Court or 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


(Continued from page 178.) 


{ waive any particular conjectures of what is meant 
by the tree of life, and the tree of knowledge ef guod 
and evil ; excepting, that with many others, I consider 
them the remains of hieroglyphic 
of situations in life ; and if it be admitied that Moses 
had in mind, when he wrote or compiled the penta- | 
teuch, all the ideas the figures were intended to con- 
yey, it is quite questionable whether any of his com- 
mentators have accurately delineated them. For my- 
i} cannot see any thing in the whole account, 
Adam’s going naked into the garden to the time | 


self, 
from 
of his going out with 
that looks at all like what ortho- 
doxy represents to be his fall, and from which, they 
say, flows original sin and total depravity. 


earmeuts of skins, 


Whatever 
is meant by his heing created in the likeness and image 
of Goad, he carried the same with him, for aught ap- 
Nothing is 


succinct 


out of the garden. 
in the 
And indeed all commentators that | 


pears, when he went 


said of his losing that likeness, nara- 


tion of Moses. 


have seen, seem to discover many difficulties attending 
every atiempt to elucidate that subject ; and on the 
who ‘vices me more like a general hieroglyphi-| , 
eal. aud ef course, to us very obscure, account of 
what Stoses could gather from others, or some re- 
maining figures and representations of opinions con- 
cerning the origin of the world, the creation and ed- 


ucation of the first man and woman, than like a con- 
demnatory sentence from the Almighty against them 
for disrégarding a prohibition relating to the knowl- 
edge of good andevil. The situation of the earth 
rendering cultivation necessary, is what might be ex- 
pected, considering maa as formed for that very 
purpose ; and it was suitable that a declaration of 
their future condition and occupation should be made 
to the parents of our race, who at time were unused 
esuch exertions and hardships. As the years of| 
their minority drew to a close, and they were about to} 
hegin for themselres in the world, the kind Lord in 
structed the young couple in relation to things which 
would first engage their attention, viz. the cultivation 
of the earth and the troubles of bringing up a family, 
much as parents do by their children now when they 
marry off, and engage in the arduous duties of life. Ad 
am and his wife were not permitted to spend a life 
of idJeness or ease inthe garden of imaginary delights, 
but’ went forth, under the general providence of God, to 
provide for themselves and family. The idea which is 
floating about in the minds of many, that man was 
originally formed to live always in the Garden; but 
that God forseeing he would fall, made a correspond- 
ing change in the whole material world and its laws, 


so that it should produce briars and thorns, and mav 


| 


representations | 


the woman, well clothed with | 


— — —_ oe ee 


| doctrine. It is true, ‘the icheme is s sufficiently ingen- | even \ credible, what i is commoaly called the fall of man; 


ious and chimerical to be a fit subject for poets and, ‘and corisequently, the whole doctrine of original sin 
romance whiiters to amuse themselves and their, falls tothe ground ; and it seems to me also to follow 
readers with ; but it too much resembles the fabu-| clearly, that the orthodox notion of regeneration or the 
ligions of the ancient Greeks and Romans, to | new birth, is altogether without foundation. This so!- 
| permit a more serious refutation than to make a sim-) }emn declaration of my full conviction, in relation to 
ple statement of it. And besides, asit is drawn out in| ‘this important subject, is not made hastily. I have 
detail with all its consequences, by certain high “carefully and patiently examined all the bearings and 
Calvinists and warm Hopkinsians, does it not present | | tendencies of the doctrine | oppose, and as age and in- 
|in connexion with their Triune Dirinily and an infi- | firmity admonish me of my own dissolution, it is my de- 
| nite satisfaction to a Being who could never be dissat-| sire to express my mind freely and candidly, that you 
| isfied, and if he was, would be without change ; I ask, | my dear sir, and others, if they should read this letter, 
does it not present an image infinitely more horrible | may be better prepared to read the scriptures under- 
| and detestable than any thing we find in paganism ?— | standingly, and receive your sentiments from the pure 
‘lam sure, Sir, that no unprejudiced, thinking man | fountain of truth, and not from the annotation 
| will deny this suggestion. notes or creeds of selfish and erring men. | cannot but 
| Wonderful and fanciful things are said about the} lament the extreme misfortune of those credulous, un- 


8, glosses, 


Cherubimand flaming sword which were to prevent the | suspecting professors of religion, who look with rever- 
,exiles from returning to the garden. But whatever] ence to the self-created Doctors of modern orthodoxy, 
| they were, if any thing more than the remains of hie-| as it is called, for the doctrines of revelation, without 
roglyphics or allegories not now accurately understood, | once examining the divine record, to see for themselves 
their use was only to prevent Adam and Eve from| whether thesé things are so; or whether additions, 
returning to that place, to spend the remainder of their | diminutions and alterations are made to the scriptures, 
lives, expressed by the indefinite phrase ‘* forever ;” 
that is, be their life longer or shorter, as the case 
might be. The word ** forever” is used in the same 
indefinite sense, in many places in the bible. See 
Ex. xxi. 2and6. Eccl.i.4. John vii. 35. Nothing 
would he more natural than that the labors, toil and 
fatigue with which they met in the world, would in- 
cline them strongly to return back te the easy, idle 
and pleasant manner of living which they formerly ene 
joyed, just as young people now do in some cases ; 


as may suit the convenience, interest or popularily of 
those renowned Scribes, whose lines are cast in high 
as well as pleasant places, and who are as much gov- 
erned by selfish motives as those are who renerate 
them. However harsh this language may sound to 
you, I am not conscious of having any other object in 
view, than to express incontrovertible truth, in a for- 
cible manver. 


When ! took up my pen it was my intention to have 
re- | taken particular notice of several passages in Mr. Bal- 
turning upon their pasents for support, rather than en- | jou’s Lecture Sermon : but having written at such length 
dure the fatigues of active life. ‘To reason on the sub | I can now only observe, that J have read it several 
ject in this way may be proper and profitable ; but all | tines with great pleasure, and wish to recommend it 
far-fetched and fanciful iuterpretations, are impositions | to you and every impartial inquirer, of every denomi- 
on ourselves and others. ; nation of christians ; and I have no doubt, if they will 
The ridiculous notion of original sin, as taught in| suffer themselves to receive ideas according to the 
schools of orthodoxy, lays at the foundation of almost | natural effect of words and language on the mind , they 
all religious systems in the world ; and hence the ne-| yi1) be convinced of the correctness of one and just- 
cessity of forming correct ideas of man, as he came! 1... of the other. His description of the state to 
from the hand of his Creator, that a reformation in which enthusiasts work themselves or others, when pas- 
doctrine may take place. The real powers, faculties, | ‘sing through the New Birth, is most forcibly illnstra- 
capacities and susceptibilities of man, are the only tq by comparing it to that state of feeling which .pro- 
aad true foundations for theologians, as well as philosi- | qyces the dreadful shricks of one falling from 2 preci- 
| phers, on which to build their system. But if these | pice. Ihave been present at scenes like these ; ad 
| be assumed without suficient dafa, or on false prin- | have noticed the progress as well as process, "a which 
ciples, whatever be the system of religion or philoso- | «4. feelings have brought the person to the very point 
| phy reared thereon, rt will be no better than a pernic- | of dispair. i have seen alarge black man, too illilerate 
ious superstition or a fanatical dream. ‘to read his text orthe hymn that was sung, elevate 
4s the orthodox teachers and authors contend learn- |}; celf to a considerable height above his audience, 
ofly, that it is indispensably necessary for Adam and | ang after repeating many common place phrases of 
his posterity to be miraculously changed by theS piritof religious threats and punishments to the unregeorate 
the Triune God, as their unknown Deity is denominat- ayq impenitent sinners, extend his arm to make tho 
ed, and that in a manner answering to what they call form of a cross, and with a solemn, rising voice ex- 
the New Birth or regeneration, before they are able to. claim “+ Hell! Hell! Hell!” for some moments, (ill al- 
do a single actor conceive thoughts acceptable toGod, most the whole of his bearers tumbled down, and rol- 
I have considered it expedient to enter into a pretty Jin« on the floor, calling out in the most agenizing ac- 
full examination of the material facts and actions of cents, ** Mercy! Mercy! Mercy!” Some looked on 
Adam’s life, as they are recorded in the first chapters {his scene as the immediate effect of the power of the 
of Genesis ; such as his creation, the design of his Holy Spirit miraculously displaying itself in the act of 
existence, his being placed in the garden, the circum- ¢onyversion—others, speaking of it with other instances 
stances of his leaving it, his going out or entering into of a like kind, about’ the same time, considered it a 
the world, as we call it; with observations on the great and signal revival of religion j in that neigh bor- 

















be obliged to earn his bread by the sweat of his face, 
as a punishment in part for an infinite sin, is auscriptu- 
ral and unphilosophical. It appears to me that none 


uanner of God’s dealing with bim and his wile after hood, Gut, for niyself, | saw nothivg that appearcd 
they transgressed ; and i must declare it as the clear jive the (ruit of goéd’seed sown in good ground. 
result of the examination, in my mind, that there ts No remedy to a spreading, contagious disease, was 





but the lazy and indolent, or those who get their 
bread without much labor, would conteud for such @ 


noi the least evidence in the whole history to make ever more needed, than such compositions as this Lec- 
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ture Sermon is, at this tinfe, When we have such fre- 
quent accouhts of Woudérfal conversions in obséuré 
towns and among people not mutch informed. Unless 
this fanaticism is met with a rational, firm, indepen- 
dent explanation of Revealed Religion, there is great 
Janger that many of the evils of the dark ages, and of 
wopery of more modern times will be acted over 
“gain. 

The mode proposed in the sermon of making a cor- 
rect comparison between the lives of these affrighled 

venerates, with those whom they, in derision, call the 
people of this world, the mere moralists is the only true 
est, whereby it can be known which of the two clas- 
ses is most submissive to the laws of that kingdom 
which is not of this world. By their works, as moral 
ind accountable agents, and not by their s/rong /cel- 
ngs at a prayer-meeting, or evening lecture, or a holy 
conference, can a rational judgment be pronounced on 
the religion of the heart. There is certainly a consid- 


erable apparent resemblance between many of the or- | 


thodox divines of the present day, and the Scribes and 
Pharisees who filled Moses’ seat, in the days of Jesus. 
The Jews never plumed themselves more ou being con- 
sidered the chosen people of Jehovah, than do those 
who have worked themselves into a belief that they 
have been made the subjects of God's special and sav- 


owh méans, fek# care that sith a éhangé shall be pro- 
duced in the hearis of all the children of men. And 
as he afterwards observes, the idea of any radieal 
change of our nature is by no mean’ Admissible. Na- 
ture is the sume -beture this new Lirik as it is after- 
wards; and all the change necessary, or that is ever 
made, is effected by the rational powers and faculties 
of the mind or heart by the instrumentality of uapres- 
sions and information through the senses. 
The Jews considered the heathen as 
and when one of them become proselyted to the Jew- 
ish religion by passing through the ablutious and other 
ceremonies required on the occasion, and particularly, 
forsaking the practices, habils and idolatry of tne na- 
tion he left, and adopting the laws and religious rites 
of the Jews, such persons were in the language of the 
Jews, said to be born again, to be babes and litile child- 
lren, to have passed from death to life, to be regenerated, 
and lo be born anew, &c. Kc. All this is very well as 
ifgurative language, and it must be so understood.— 
| Now Jesus intending to teach Nicodemus the spiritu- 
ality of the new religion he was about to introduce, or 
jthe degraded condition to which the Mosaic had fal- 
‘len, how could he do this more effectually than by 


fadopting such metaphorical language as the Jewisii 
; 


dead ip sin, 





bé nd déubt but he will, in RM oWM fimey an@ by his} n 





ew born geniry, as we do of sins antotig thigee called 
| the wérld*s people. The mere impression of being born 
| again, if we may judge from facts, is but a poor defence 
}gainst natural passions and strong affections. |t chas 
}seemed to me, from some pretty marked cases, that 
ithe devotion flowing from miraculous regenerations, 
especially in young converts, and in places where 
(there are frequent revivals and little knowledge, is 
| Very nearly allied to another passion much less refined 
jthan love to God. But I may be mistaken, aud] 
| would not be uncharitable, 
Religion consists in doing good actions to our fellow. 
| creatures, not to God—we can do nothing for him ; he 
wants nothing of us for himself. Even the abstract 
love of God, if such a thing be possible, if it does not 
| promote kind feelings and benevolent deeds to his 
‘creatures, would be less valuable in his sight, than 
| sincere frendship and charitable deeds, without any 
knowledge at all of God. I must stay my pen; you 
will say lam ranning wild ! Weill, be it so—I have 
said enough, if you condescend to read this letter, to 
punish you for not sending me the Lecture Senmon ; 
and to put you upon thinking a little more profoundly 
ou the general subject of this letter, than people in 
i yeneral have been willing to do. 
With affection and friendship, 1 am yours, &c, 
G eorGce Tuarcurn. 











een gas 


_ 


i and 





tng grace in the act of regeneration; and by their new j Pulers themselves, of whom Nicodemus was a priucipal 
birth have passed from their natural and sinful state, | one, had been accustomed to use when they spake of | 
to a state of holiness, where they can sin vo more.—| the superiority of their religion to that of other nations; | 
They are az unwilling to be seen associating, in any aud by applying this superiority to his own, at the time | 
religious act, with those they look Dpou a3 in an un- | when the individual of those religions renounced their | 
converted state, as were the Pharisees of touching | old faith aud practice and became converts to the Jew- | 


Bidderord, Feb. 182. 


Oh-3-The above Letter may be obtained at this office, 
in a pamphlet, at 6 1-4 cents single. 


— 





From the (Charlston, §. C.) Unitarian Defendant. 





aed 


things deemed unholy and polluted by the laws of Mo- 
sez. After examining the grounds of their exclusive 
pretensions, as Mr. Ballou says, what is the real differ- 
ence between the miraculous new-birth people and the 
tolerably good, sober and moraily honest folks, who are 
not sensible of this mighty change? Are they more 
honest? less given to over-reach in bargains than oth- 
ers? Do they practice the moral, social and humaue 
duties more punctually? 1 am of opinion that the rea! 
gooduess of a man’s heart can be better ascertained 
by his conduct in society towards his {-llow creatures, 
than from his prayers, praises, and mere acts of devo- 
tion, as they suppose, to please God ; having no refer 
ence to man. Mr. Ballou has very well illustrated 
the correct ideas of Regeneration, by referring to cer- 
tain great changes in the religious and political worlds ; 
such as the Reformation: The change from Episcopa- 
cy to the different denominations of dissenters: From 
the habitual attachment to Monarchial and arbitrary 
Governments to the love of the different kinds of free 
enes. These, if sincere, and from the heart, are all 
conversions; and in one sense may be called regeuer- 
ations. It is in the memory of the present generation, 
‘hat not long since nothing was more common than to 
‘alk of the regeneration of France, of Englaud, and 
most other old, and as many thought, corrup! Gevera- 


menis. The language is forcible, and conveys very the fact can be proved by external evidence, as other 


s.ear ideas; yet nothing miraculous is ever intended ; 
and I see no reason for miraculous agency in the re- 
generation aud conversion of any number of indi- 
viduals whose lives have been immoral and wicked, 
provided due mora! means of informaticn are made use 
of for that purpose. 

Our author justly observes that this new birth can be 
brought about by human means and agency, in the or- 
dinary course of providence, as 1 understand him, and 
so all mep may be born again, if they will, on the 
adoption of proper means; or the new birth is wholly 
the work of God’ in some miraculous manner; and 
then God is able to produce it in all, as well as in one, 
or any given number ; and if this change be absolutely 
uccessary for man before he can be reconciled to God 
aud become an heir of glory and future happiness; 
and if God be impartial to all men, aod had rather 
they shoul4 be happy than miserable hereaiter, ac- 
cording to his plain declarations in scripture, there cau 


lish faith. At the time of this conversation the Jewish 
i o's ° ° . . 
religion was corrupted in practice and doctrine to such 
a degree as to become as much inferior in purity to 


was inferior to the religion Jesus taught; thus by the 
language he adopted, he communicated all those com- 
;parative ideas to Nicodemus; and in the most for- 
icible manner conveyed to his visitor, the necessity, 
of a reformation of life and manners of 
, all those who would become his disciple:. But Nic- 
odemus’? mind was so crowded with the orthcdox no- 
eee of his age, that it ith and comprehended 
none of the ideas Jesus intended to convey to him.— 
| He was in the condition of the soundly orthodox of the 


radical 





} present times; 
ifigurat».e language, is certain to fail in bringing to 
| their minds the ideas the inspired writers of the scrip- 
j (ures meant to communicate. 
‘ed to be otherwise, since the modern orfhodex, per- 


jhaps to a greater degree than those in the days of Nic- | 
| odemus are indebted to creeds and formularies and tra- 
' ditions of old times for most of their ideas notions, aud , 


} dogmas ? 
| ‘These notions of miraculous conversions have a bad 


jteudency on the human character. For the simnpie? 
persuasion in a man’s mind (and it is never pretended | 
’ 


facts are proved,) that he is made the subject of Goa’s | 


| peculiar and sovereign Grace, while others are passed 
self, as naturally, as Reyal aud Imperial favor does 


graciously bestowed and manifested by Garters, Rib- 
bons and Stars. The Jews were the proudest people 
ov earth, and what could it spring from, but the no- 
tion, in which for ages they were educated, of their 
heing the chosen people of Jehovah’ ‘To such a 
| height has this pride and vanity carried them, that a 
series of miracles or suffering bas not been sufficient to 
reduce them to the standard of common sense on relig- 
ious subjects. And the observations of more than for- 
| ty years, of the conduct and deportment of those who 
| set themselves up as God’s favorites in their regenera- 
| tions and wi:aculous uew births, have ailorded me no 
We see a- 





grounds to question the general position. 
out as many instauces of back slidings among these 





iwhat it was in its original state, as the original state | 


the plainest, equally with the most | 


How can it be expect- | 


by unnoticed, tends to puff up and over-value one’s | 


those on whom the higher orders of nobility are most | 


SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 


For some time past, the doctrines of universal salva 
tion, under different modifications, have been gaining 
sround im the northern section of our country. Of the 
truth or falsehood of these doctrines —of their influence 
lon individual character, or public welfare, it is not out 
initen ‘on, as itis not to our purpose, at present to speak, 
They are certainly regarded with strong disapprobation 
by that part of the reiigious community denominated 

and wo little exertien has been and contin- 
ues to be made, to arrest'their progress. To this we 


have no objection to make, so long as such exertion is 


{ 
' 
' 
! 
' 
| 


orthodox ; 





wade ina spirit awd mauner consistent with the mutual 
‘rights ad duties of men and christians. So long as the 
march of error, real or supposed, is encountered with 
wempony drawn * from the armo:y of God’’—with rea- 
son and argument oaly, christians may lawfully, aud 
| profitably, pernaps ** contend earnestly” for what they 
Dut we are serrvy to observe 


I 
| 


| believe to be the truth. 
ibat, in the case befoie us, these weapons have wet 
‘been thought, vy owr-orihodox brethren, su ffcientiy 
sharp and ef.cient. Several instances have come to aur 
knowledse, iu whieh they have thought it expedient to 
| eiaploy coercive measures to restrain the aberrations 
of their bretnreu in matters of faith, and have directed 
‘aginst them the terrors of ecclesiastical censures, at 
Now, we-remars 


} 


monitions, avd excommunicatious. | 
with regard to this procedure, in the first place, that it 
, It leads one to surmise that the 
ped by such: menanles, 
lhas some inherent weakness, of whieh ids votaies afe 
sensible. It-was sacastically remarked of dnupitet,.we 
suppose by some heretic of those days, thatwhepeser 
he was quite inthe wrong, be was apt to have recourse 
to his thunder. We think the remark fully as,appli- 
cable to religious sects as to the shaker of Olymmpes- 
For ourselves, whenever we hear the distant echoes of 
these spiritual fulmisations, we instinctively conclude, 
that the party uttering them has been hard-pushed on 
the field of debate. Lord Peter, if we rightly remeus 
ber, found it convenientto call Dominic, witht his a 
just at that point in the discussion, when: bis ee 
hesitat: : to coutess, iu contradiction to their ows a 
ses, (ual a Lrown loal Was # shoulder of mutton. Tut 


seems to us impolitic. 


! 
sy, 

; cause, which veeds-to be prop 
| 

; 








oer 





er 
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should, we think, brave more confidence in its own 
strength and “resoureée Tt certainly needs pot such 
auxiliaries as Dominic, and should be cautious of em- 


ploymy them. 
SUICIDE. 


Mrs. Dodge, wife of Mr. Abraham Dodge, of Smith- 
field, in this county, put an end to her existence on 
Monday of last week, by shooting herself with a rifle. 
We have been credibly imformed, that some time 
previous to her death, she’ had been oppressed with a 
kind of religious melancholy, and had: repeatedly 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


We enjoy, aud it is in God we live, move, and have 
our being. They would conclude at once that their 
preacher was either stupidly ignorant or at least par- 
tially insane. But all is well if the preacher exhorts 
the people to get an interest in Christ, because they 
are in the habit of heariug this exhortation without ever 
inquiring into either its meaning or propriety. 

Jesus Christ himself says; “* I am the way, and the 
j trath and the life.’ If a man were endeavoring to 
| travel to a certain city, but should miss his way and in 
, toom of directing his steps to advance him towards the 
cily of his desire, was continually advancing farther 
from it, would it be because he had no interest in the 





threatened torid herselfofher troubles, by commit-| right road; Would it be proper to exhort him to get an 
ting suicide. In the absence of her husband, she di-) interest in the road which would lead him to his de- 


rected her children to goto the barn, and having put 
her house in complete order, and that too with more 


than common particularity, and having clothed herself 
in her best apparel, she deliberately shot herself. Her 


oldest son, upon hearing the report of the rifle ran di- 

rectly to the house, and as he opened the door, heard 

his mother utter her last and dying exclamation. 
Madison, N. Y. Observer. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIS! MAGAZINE, 
ERROR EXPOSED. 


Among the numerous errors which are patronized by 
superstition and false religion, and which serve to 
darken the buman mind and cause it to wander in 
pursuit of unrealities, none seem to hold a prior rank 
to the notion that our first religious concern should 
lead us to get an interest in Christ. Ignoraut, super- 
stious preachers are continually vociferating the ex- 
hortation. te sinners, to getan interest in Christ. Such 
preachers are called awakening preachers, refurmation 


preachers, &c. and are listened to with great solicitude | that we have got to obtain this interest by exertions of 


sired destination? The road is the property of the 
way-faring man in common with the rest of communi- 
ty, and is free for all, the public having an interest 
therein. Let us further ask whether all men are not 
equally interested in the truth? Have not alla right 
to speak the truth? Have not all an equal right to 
love the truth and embrace it? Have not all an’equal 
right to have the truth spoken tothem? Are there 
any exclusive privileges in: this invaluable interest? 

! Christ is the life; ‘* And this is the record, that God 
jhath given unto ys eternal life ; and this life is in his 
'fon.?? ** ‘Phe bread of God is he which cometh down 
‘from heaven and giveth life unto the world.” If God 
'has given eternal life to the world in Christ, is there 
any propriety in exhorting us to get an interest in him? 
| What ever we have in Christ is on the ground of in- 
\heritance. ‘The spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit #at we are the children of God ; and if children 
' then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.” 
This inheritance of eternal life, which is incorruptible 
‘and undefiled, and which fadeth not away, being the 
| free gift of God, it is a most injurious error to believe 








Tr : ! ° 
by unreasonable, umreflecting people. The object of | our own. 


the minister is to awaken fearful apprehensions, in the 
mind of the hearer, concerning the dreadful conse- 
quences, ina future state, of dying without an interest 
in Christ. The most terrifying representations of the 
divine Being are set forth; his dreadful vengeance, 
which awaits all who die without an interest in Christ, 
is denounced with all the force of voice and gesture 
which can be devoted to the work,and until some of the 
hearers manifest that they are really frightened, the 
preacher enjoys no satisfaction. Now ifall this preac’- 
ivg is erroneous, it seems about certain that it is use- 
less; and that it is doing a profitable service to man- 
kind to expose the error. ‘This we think may be easi- 
ly eflected by carefully examivg the subject. Let us 
ask then, in the first place, if (here would be any need 
of exhorting men to get an interest in Christ if it could 
he made to appear that all men have an interest in 
him already? There will be no dispute regarding this 
it will be allowed that the exhortation sup- 
poses that we have no interest in Christ. And it is 
furthermore evident, that, according to the nature of 
this exhortation, we have all the means in pur own 
power and at ovr control which are uecessary to ob- 
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tain this interest. 

In the next place let us duly consider some plaio 
testimonies of scripture relative to this subject. St. 
Paul says; ‘* We preach Christ crucified, to the Jews 
a stumbling block and to. the Greeks foolishness ; 
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks; 
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of .God.”— 
What would our preachers think shoul a stranger 
stand up in their pulpits and earnestly exhort the peo- 
ple to give neither sleep to their eyes nor slumber te 
their eye-lids until they had obtained an interest in 
the power and wisdom of God? What would the 


people. think should they hear such an exhortation ? 
The people would say ; the wisdom and power of God 
five us existence, they preserve our existence, they 
bestow on us atl things which we need, and all which 





but | 


Christ is ‘‘ the light of the world,” John viii. 12.— 
What the sun is to the natural world, Christ is to the 
‘moral. Ifa man were-blind, or had foolishly covered 
his eyes soas not clearly to see his way, there would 
be no need of exhorting him to get an interest in the 
' aun, but to cast from him that which prevented his en- 

joying what he already had as good a right to as any 
‘one inthe world. All are equally and naturally heirs 
| of the sun and his gloricus beams ; and so are all men 
equally and naturally heirs of that “* true light which 
| lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 

Jesus says ; ** 1 am the bread of life.» John vi. 48. 
| Bread which sustains our natural bedies is constituted 
‘of the same elements of which our bodies are compos- 
led, otherwise it could not nourish us. Who then, 
‘whose body is composed of these elements, can be said 
tohave uointerest inthem? Would it be a profitable 
exhortation to exhort men, women, and children, old 
and young, and every class of community to seek an 
interest in the air, in the water, and the other ele- 
ments which constitute our bodies? This would be 
uo more incongruots than to exhort men to get an in- 
terest in those moral principles which exist in our mor+ 
al constitution. What attribute of the divine Being 
do we know any thing of, which we do not posseas, in 
some degree, ourselves? We first find the principle 
}within us, and then we contemplate and svblimate it 
|) our Father who is in heaven. These moral princi- 
ples are Chyist in us; they constitute us the children 
of Ged, heirs of God and joiut heirs with his Son, our 
Saviour. 

If it be asked what men ought to be exhorted to, if 
we are all thus heirs of God and all moral good, the 
answer is, we Should be exhorted to improve what is 
ourown. All the gifts of God to us ought to be im- 
proved fo his glory and to our profit. This done, all is 
done which is required of us. ‘* What doih the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, love merey, and to 

walk humbly with thy Ged 3” H. Bb. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


(KperThe writer of the followitig letter, who is very 
well known in this vicinity, lies very dangerously 
sick of a consumption, and is very weak and feeble. 
In this situation he was called upon by thé persoir to 
whom the letter is addressed, who, with a great 
want of feeling, labored to deprive him of the strong 
hope he entertained of his future happiness and that 
of all mankind. We publish it as an admonition to 
those who are in the habit of visiting the sick, for the 
purpote of terrifying them, and as an evidence that 
the doctrine of Universal Grace and Salvation is 


well calculated to support us in the prospect of 
death. ‘ 





CambBrince, Aprit 30, 1825. 
Nr. Joun C, Procror, 

Dear Sir,—A few days since yon called to see me, 
and found me very sick, unable, as I had been for sey- 
eral weeks,to speak, except in a whisper. You treat- 
ed me very unkindly indeed in embracing this time of 
weakness and distress to terrify me, and raise in my 
mind fears that 1 was in a dangerous condition, expos- 
ed to the wrath and curse of God, and to the dreadful 
torments of hell forever. vie 

Since then I have frequently thought of your con- 
duct, and the more I think of it, the more unkind it 
appearstome. I write this for the purpose of calling 
on you solemnly to consider whether your conduct was 
consistent with the principles of humanity-Was it not 
inhuman, when all my earthly prospects were so dark, 
for you to attempt to destroy my hope in the resurrec- 
tion of all the human race, to a sinless and blissful im- 
mortality? Dear Sir, ask yourself whether the master 
whom you profess to serve, and whose examples you 
say you delight to follow, ever conducted like this. 
Was it not one great object of his mission to “bind u 
the broken hearted?’ And did he not exemplify this 
in his conduct, at the grave of Lazarus, the city gate, 
and the house of Jairus? O Sir, how thaukful ought 
I to be, that man has it not in his power to deprive me 
of that hope, which the religion of Jesus inspires. 1 
sincerely believe that your conduct was unchristian, 
but in the warmth of zeal to defend my faith, I neg- 
lected to tell you of it. Accept in good feeling this 
expression of my views of your conduct, and believe 
that he whose feeble hand writes these lines, firmly 
believes in the salvation of all men through the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. And his prayer is, that 
whether he shall live or die, this may remain his con- 
solation. Yours, &c. Perer Tvusrts, Ja. 





New Sociely.— We are happy to announce to our 
brethren in the faith of the everlasting gospel], that 
the believers of God’s impartial benevolence, resid- 
ing in West Bloomfield, Lima and Ménddn, met in 
Lima, Livingston county, on the 12th of March ult. 
and formed themselves into a socely, which, for. num- 
bers and respectability, promises to be one of the 
most important in the western country.— The Univer. 

— >: ao 

Ministerial Aotice.—Mr. Levi Briggs, a minister in 
fellowship of the General Convertion of Universal 
ists, and recently from Haverhill, Wass. but niw a 
resident in this vicinity, has noticed Pr. 8.°R. Smith, 
that he has withdrawn from the minaistry.—s). 

Universglism.—The inhabitapts of Utica and its vi- 
cinity, spectfully informed, that on Sabbath the 
24th inst. at the usual hours of worship, the Rev. John 
S. Thompson will lecture in the Court Holite. on the 
peculiar tenets of Universalism; and anewer the obd- 
jections generally made to the doctrine.—jb. 





BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 


Oz-Those indebted.for the first edition of Balfour's 
‘* Inquiry,” are requested respectfully to make pay- 
ment to the Author or Mr. S. Frthridge in Chaslestown. 
7. ome 32 Geen ‘ 

New Meeting House. —The Universalists in. the town 
of Tarnet, Me. are building a Meeting. loure, on the 
| plan of the Universalist Meeting Mouse in Portland. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, | 
HINTS TO PARENTS, 


“Ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” 


it may be taken for granted, that every pious par- 
ent feels very strongly for the future welfare of his 
children, and that his own comfort and happiness are 
intimately connected with that of his own family.— 
Now this commendable passion, will lead the parent 
to converse familiarly with them, and teach them be- 
times the distinction between good and evil, and to 
express his abhorrence of evil, and his approbation of 
virtuousactions. ‘Though there are some exceptions to 
every rule, yet it may, in general, be expected, that 
where a wise and judicious discipline is exercised in 
the management of a family, the members of it, will be 
dutiful, affectionate, obedient, and obliging in their 
tempers and manners, they will be conscientious in 
their whole conduct; grow up in habits of industry 
and goodness; which, through the means of grace, 
will make them wise, holy, and happy. 

Parents should exercise the .uthority which is given 
them, with that due mixture of mildness and affection, 
which is calculated to inspire reverence and love, and 
to convince children that the restraints and duties en- 
joined upon them, are designed for their greatest good. 
And in order to exercise proper government in families, 
it is necessary for parents to exercise a due govern- 
ment over themselves, that is, over their own tempers ; 
so as never to be transported with an undue warmth, 
but let their resentment be proportioned to the nature 
of the offence. It is thé*great fault of some parents to 
suffer their anger to rise toa high degree against a 
child for some trifling accident, while they let disobed- 
ience go unpunished. Such injudicious conduct in 
parents, has a direct tendency to spoil the tempers of | 
children, and to weaken, if not destroy, the parents’ 
authority, and consequently to injure the morals of | 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Serre 





when their grey heirs descend to the grave, their child- 


. . er, a 
| knowledge thus obtained is generally the most useful, 


ren may not only heave a sigh to the memory of their | Many years have now passed away since | first heard 


virtues; but have engraved on their tombstone, ‘ Here 
lies the remains of a grateful, kind, and loving parent. 
SB; ms Se 
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Ob! when the hours of life are past, 
And death’s dark shade arrives at last, 
It is not sleep—it is not rest, 

*Tis glory opening to the blest. 

Their way to heaven was pure from sin, 
And Christ shall then receive them in; 
There each shall wear a rohe of light 
Like his divinely fair and bright. 
There parted hearts again shall meet 
In union holy, calm and sweet; 

There grief tind rest, aud never more 
Shall sorrow call them to deplore. 


There angels will unite their prayers 
With spirits bright and blest as theirs, 
And light shall glance on every crown 
From suns that never more go down. 


No storms shall ride the troubled air, 
No voice of passion enter there ; 

But all be peaceful as the sigh 

Of evening gales that breathe and die. 
For there the God of mercy sheds 

His purest influence on their heads, 
And gilds the spirits round the throne 
With glory radiant as his own. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
CONSISTENCY. 


My opposers have repeatedly assured me, as far as I 


children. Though punishment is sometimes necessary, | could credit their assertions, that if they believed as | 
it not unfrequently happens that it is entered upon , profess, the first thing they would do would be to mur- 
with such severity and rashness, as to do a lasting ia- | der their families, and then as many of their fellew- 


jury. Instances have occurred, wherein children have | creatures as they could, that there by they might deliver | 
them from this troublesome world, and send them tea 


been rendered nearly deaf, or deprived of the use of | 
limbs, owing to the rashness of those, whom nature | 
alone obliges us to call by the endearing name of fath. | 
er or mother. Children are often abused to gratily | 
the feelings of an angry parent, and not from a sense | 
of justice or merited punishment. Upon reflection they 
perceive their error, and, as a sort of compromise, 
will bold forth some indulgence to the child. But 
will this wipe away the impression such cruelty will 
leave upon the mind? Far from it. On the contrary, 
it excites them to similar actions when they become | 
older. It frequently happens that correction becomes | 
necessary from the indiscretion of parents ; they should 
recollect therefore, that much of the children’s diso- 
bedience is to be attributed to their management. If 
parents discover anger, it should be at nothing but 
sin; and that is to be angry and not sin. On the con- 
trary, if we are led by passion ; if we are sullen, stub- 
born and revengeful towards them, the consequences 
will be the most unhappy and wretched. Such con- 
duct is not only calculated to excite their disgust and 
hatred, but tends to blast the fond anticipations of a 
parent, and render the remainder of their days misera- 
ble and unhappy. Let parents guard against these 
evils; make allowance for the follies of youth, be mild 
and temperate to their children; endeavoring to im- 
plant such principles of religion, as shall be beneficial! 
to man. From such eonduct, and such principles, and 
views in parents and children, we have every thing to 
hope. Without them we can hope ‘nor look for noth- 
ing in this world but wretchedness and despair. As 
parents value their own happiness and that of their 
children, an attention to the subject is necessary ; aad | 








world of peace and rest. 1 said that my opposers have 
ihus assured me, as far as 1 could credit their asser- 
tions. It is very true that I never believed what they 
said, and the reason why I did not believe them I will 
now state. 


First, they could not murder any body from the ben- | 
evolent desire of delivering them from trouble and of 


introducing them to a state of perfect peace ; for mur- 


A man may puta fellow creature to death, being a 
lawful executioner, but this would not be murder, 

Secondly, 1 do not believe what my opposers assert, 
because they do not do those things which are, to say 
the least, as consistent with their belief, as what they 
say they would do, if they believed ~ ith me, is with 
mive. For instance: They profess to believe that 
those who are truly regenerated are certain of being 
forever happy hereafter. But they do not kill them 
to deliver them from the troubles of this world and to 
introduce them to the everlasting felicity of the next. 
Why do they neglect this duty? But they never 
thought it to be their duty. Why is it not as reasona- 
ble that they should kill their pious fathers, mothers, 
companions, children and friends now, as they believe 
they are sure of happiness hereafter, as if they believ- 
ed that all mankind will be thus happy? 

Thirdly: I do not believe what my opposers have 
said to me on this subject, because IJ have lived te see 
many of them come over to my belief, but never knew 
one that was disposed to destroy the life of his connex- 


ions in consequence of changing bis belief. We learn 


more by experience than by any other means, and the , 


it said, that if Universalism should. prevail, the morals 
| of the people would become corrupt in the same ratio, 
But I have lived to see the doctrine of God's Univer. 
'sal Benevolence prevail to a truly wonderful degree, 
jand yet have discovered no proof that those unfa 


. . “oras 
ble predictions were true. 


So far from that, | am ful- 
_ly convinced that the state-of society is as much better 
}as the people are more liberal and benevolent in the 
ew they believe. H. B. 
> 3 a 

NOTICES. 

| Weare happy to inform our readers, that a young 
| man, by the name of Jacon Moony, of Monmouth, Me, 
| has signified to us his intentiors to obtain a regular dis- 
mission from the Methodist connexion, in which he has 
| obtained a licence to exhort and expound the scrip- 
_tures, and to improve his gift in promulgating the Uni- 
| versal Grace and Salvation of the Gospel according to 
| his most sincere belief. We are furthermore happy to 
state that his moral character is properly recommended, 
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We are happy to state that Br. Carvin Ganpwer, 
of Hingham, has received and accepted an invitation 
| from the UniversalistSociety inCharlestown,Mss. to be- 
| come their pastor. 


We are happy to give notice that a Universalist 
| Meeting House is building in the town of Haverhill, 
| Mass. 





MARRIED IN THis CITY, 
On Sabbath morning last, by Rev. 8. Streeter, Mr. 
Edward Harding to Miss Elizabeth Leash. 
Mr. Benjamin S. Kendall, to Miss Mary Doyle. 
In Taunton, Mr. Jotham Shapely, of Boston, to Miss 
Archalsadona Burt. 
By Rev. T. Whittemore, of Cambridgeport, Mr.John 
Ireland to Mrs. Grace Units, both of Charlestown.— 
| Also, Mr. James G. Hunter, of Cambridge, to Miss Sa- 
‘rah Wood, of Boston. 





Dik IN THIS CITY, 

{ Mrs. Mary Thomas, widow of the late Isaiah T. jr. 
aged 56. Mrs. Mary Clay, aged 32. wife of Mr. Geo. 
CC. Widow Mary ‘Tucker, aged 60. Mr. James 
Minzie. Mr. Allen Potter, Joseph W. youngest son 
of Mr. William Parker, aged 4 years. 

| Capt. Nathaniel Fletcher, Superintendent of the 

| Massachusetts General Liospital, aged 50. 

In Charlestown, Mrs. Susannah Brown, widow of 

ithe late John B. uged 45. 





| In Dorchester, on Monday morning, William Clap 
der cannot be committed without a malicious design. | ¥ Dow: , Ss - 


Jr. aged 16 years, son of Capt. Wm. Clap. 

In Watertown, on the 23d ult. Miss Selina Davis, in 
the 24th year of her age, daughter of Mir. James Davis, 
formerly of Providence. 

In Scituate, on Friday last, John Thaxter, Esq. 
Counsellor at Law. 

In Milford, Mass. Mr. Wars Carney, aged 92. 
Mr. C. was for a long time a believer in the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation. The most of the oldest preach 
ers of that doctrine in this region, will recdilect bim as 
one of the earliest and steadiest supporters of it in the 
vicinity of Milford.. His firm faith in the universal 
previdence and goodness of God afforded him a conso- 
lation, which increased as he drew nearer the abeeny 
May God sanctify this loss to the great circle of rela- 
tions and friends which he has left behind. 
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